1^  J*H. 


ALLli-D  FOHC:; 


13  March  1944 • 


SUBJECT*  Oparation  ANVIL. 

TO  :  Major  General  Alexander  M  Patch,  Jr*, 

Commandin;:.  General  Seventh  Army. 


1.  In  accoi->danc®  with  instructions  oi'  the  Combined  Chiefs 
of  St'iff  an  operation  in  conjunction  ’Aflth  OVICHLORD  will  be  launched 
against  tie  South  of  FRANCE,  with  the  objnt  of  establishing  a 
bridgehead  in  the  area  and  subso  jiiently  to  o;c:>loit  towards  LYON 
and  VICKY,  ?»ith  a  target  date  In  early  Juno. 


2,  The  code  name  allotted  to  this  dpc;! 
of  the  Appreciation  and  Outline  I'lan  for  AHl’ 
pared  by  the  Joint  Planning  Staff  at  AFHQ^,  hai 
Planning  Staff  (designated  as  Headquarters  Por<^i^i 
conducting  detailed  planni’ig  at  ECOLF  Nony,\];,E^  gf" 
plarmin;'--  is  currently  mder  the  dlreotion  of  Brlgal 
Garrison  H.  Davidson,  Headquarters  Seventh  army* 

3.  You  are  hereby  ap:’Ointed  Coo.; inn  o  r  of  t>'.o  grt 
taking  part  In  t-io  operation  «ad  will  asaumo  "osp^ons’-bil 
detailed  planning  jointly  .dth  Naval  and  Air  Comnunderai 


-dlVIL.  Copies 
ii-avo  been  ;  re- 
fn  furnished  the 
wl^ich  are 
H,  Detailed 
General 


4.  Operation  ANVIL  will  be  launched  with  a  tvro  divisional 
assault.  To  ground  forces  will  be  composed  of  Headquarters  7th 
Amy,  one  American  Corps  of  three  iufaiitry  divisions  and  Two  French 
Corns  corisl sting  of  five  infantry  divisions  and  two  armored  divisions 
as  outlined  in  P/122  (Apr  rectatlon  arid  Oatline  Plan,  Operation  ANVIL) 
previously  furnished  Headquarters  F mce  163,  which  still  applies. 

In  addition  I'rin  equivalent  of  at  least  two  reglmonts  of  Paracviuta 
infantry  v;ith  aufflclent  lift  for  o  se  regiment  (loss  one  'n)  at  a 
time  will  also  bo  available.  Further  details  in  this  regard  can  he 
secured  by  your  staff  from  these  bead quarters. 


5.  Brigadier  General  Davidson  has  been  previously  hjformed  of 
details  reg;arding  assault  shipping  and  cruft,  other  Ing 

allocated,  and  moiaatlng  areas* 


6*  Naval  and  Air  Forces  for  the  operation  will  be  : rovlded 
by  the  Commander- in-Chlef  Mediterranean  and  Air  Commander-in-chief 
respectively.  The  Naval' Commander  nu’-ointed  for  this  operation  la 
Vico  Admiral  H.  Kent  Hewitt,  U.S.N,  Major  General  ,T,K.  Cimnorit  U.V.A 
is  chary, od  v?ith  preparations  of  the  tactical  air  plans.  Responsi¬ 
bility  for  provision  of  fighter  cover  and  close  support  of  AWIL 
forces  Ims  been  placed  upon  Brigadier  General  0.  ?.  Savil ' e,  l2th 
Air  Support  Command,  b/  General  Cannon. 


7,  Norsiinatloris  of  U,3,  and  PreJ’io'^  formations  to  take  rurt 
in  the  operation  are  as  yet  incomolote.  Progress  and  firrnness  in 
reg,ard  to  nojninations  must  of  liaoossity  depend  to  a  large  extend 
uT-on  t he  '-rogress  of  the  battle  in  IT/iLY.  Appropriate  members  of 
your  stai'f  should  maintain  close  liaison  with  these  iioadquarters 
in  this  coniioctlon. 
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3.  You  will  conploto  y;:rn*  outline  plan  for  'rounf  pdjrutions 
by  1  April  1S44.  You,  the  Air  Task  Force  Corinander  and  tlielsaval 
Task  Force  Commander  will  be  prepared  to  iubruit  coordinated  outline 
plaas  to  the  Supreme  Allied  Coimnarider  'dl  l"::aatre  by  15 

April  1944* 

9,  The  comnand  of  this  operation,  u'lll  be  ,iri  ac  cord&roo  with 
t}ie  principle  of  Joint  cortnirnd*  The  3  v  *1  Commander  cill  haye 
comnand  of  tlie  entire  aeabs^ne  expedlciovi  until  the  Army  i»  firmly 
establiahed  ashore,  after  ^!|l^ch  he  will  beoome  responsible  to  you 
for  the  continued  flea  maintenance  and  support  of  the  army  until 
all  need  for  maintenance  over  beaches  has  ceased* 


By  coraraond  of  Cener  al 


LOWELL  W.  dOOKS, 
Major  General,  G.;:.G., 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff. 


Copies  to: 

C-in-G  Ked 
Air  Cln-0  Hmd 


- 


(Copy) 


ALLip)  FORCE  HEADQUARTERS 
Ofifioo  of  the  Chief 
of  Staff. 


BIGOT  -  AinriL. 


26  Uaroh  1944* 


SUBJECT*  Operation  AMTIL. 

TO  :  Coinaander-in-Chief  Mediterranean 
Air  OoiaBiander-in-Chief  MAAF  • 


1.  A  directive  for  Operation  ANVIL  was  Issued  to 
OoBsmauding  General  Seventh  US  Army  on  2  March  1944  which 
called  for  the  suhmiasion  to  this  Headquarters  of  a  co¬ 
ordinated  outline  plan  by  1  April.  This  directive  was  trans¬ 
mitted  to  you  by  memorandum  from  this  Headquarters  dated 
11  March,  requesting  that  you  talcs  the  necessary  steps  to 
advise  the  Commanding  General  Seventh  Army  of  the  Naval  and 
Air  aspects  of  his  problem  and  to  Implement  your  portion  of 
the  coordinated  plan. 

2*  The  directive  to  Commtinding  General  Seventh  ilrmy  has 
been  amended,  a  copy  is  attached  herewith  for  your  information. 

3.  It  is  requested  that  you  issue  the  necessary  instruc¬ 
tions  to  your  subordinates  to  assist  the  Commanding  General 
Seventh  Army  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  amendment 
to  his  original  directive,  in  order  that  the  coordinated  out¬ 
line  plan  may  be  submitted  to  this  Headquarters  by  15  April. 

4«  The  Mediterranean  Allied  Air  Force  outline  air  plan 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Allied  Commander  by 
1  April  1944. 


By  coxomond  of  General  WILSON: 

(Sgd.)  Lowell  W.  Rooks 

for  J.A.H,  GAMBffiLL, 
Lieutenant  General, 

N.B.  MAAF  advises  that  paper  Chief  of  Staff, 

required  by  paragraph  4  has 
been  completed  and  will  be 
delivered  upon  receipt  of 
this  directive. 


(Copy) 


BiQoy  -  AtryiL. 

ALLIED  FORCE  HEADQUARTERS 

24  Maroli  1944. 


SUBJECT:  Operation  ANVIL. 

TO  :  Major  General  Alexander  Patch,  J'r*, 
CooBiaandlng  General  Seventh  Army, 


The  following  amendments  have  been  made  to  the  directive 
of  2  March  1944  which  has  been  Issued  to  you; 

1.  a.  Paragraph  3  is  changed  to  read;  ”You  are  hereby  appointed 
Commander  of  the  ground  forces  taking  part  in  the  operation 
and  will  assume  responsibility  for  detailed  planning 
Jointly  with  Naval  and  Air  Commanders." 

b«  The  following  addition  is  made  to  the  directive  of  2  March 
1944:  "The  command  of  this  operation  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  principle  of  Joint  command.  The  Naval  Commander 
will  have  command  of  the  entire  seaborne  expedition  until 
the  Army  is  firmly  established  ashore,  after  which  he  will 
become  responsible  to  you  for  the  continued  sea  maintenance 
and  support  of  the  army  until  all  need  for  maintenance  over 
beaches  has  ceased," 

2«  The  second  sentence  of  Paragraph  6  is  changed  to  read:  "The 
Naval  Commander  appointed  for  this  operation  is  Vice  Admiral 
H,  Kent  Hewitt," 

3.  Paragraph  8  is  changed  to  read:  "You  will  complete  your 

outline  plans  for  ground  operations  by  1  April  1944.  You,  the 
Air  Task  Force  Commander  and  the  Naval  Task  Force  Commander  will 
be  prepared  to  submit  coordinated  outline  plans  to  the  Supreme 
Allied  Commander  MEDITERRANEAN  Theatre  by  15  April  1944.” 

By  command  of  General  WILSON: 


BWH/wrs 

Copies  to: 

C-ln-'C,  Med, 

Air  C-in-C,  MAAF. 


(Sgd.)  J-.A.H.  GAMMILL. 

Lieutenant  General, 
Chief  of  Staff, 


